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1851 

1 July   The Port Phillip District separates from New South Wales to become the Colony of  

 Victoria. It is still subject to British rule. 

21 August  Gold is discovered at Buninyong near Ballarat and the gold rush to Ballarat begins. 

23 August  The gold licence system is introduced by Lieutenant-Governor La Trobe. 

1852 

4 July  Anti-Chinese riots take place in Victoria. 

1853 

8 January   An Act is passed to set up a single police force in Victoria. 

 Licence hunts continue. 

6 June  A meeting is held at the Camp Reserve in Castlemaine denouncing the licensing  

 system and the tyranny of the police. 

August  The Anti-Gold License Association is formed in Bendigo and a petition, signed by 

over 23,000 people, calls for a reduction of the license fee to 10 shillings, monthly 

or quarterly licences, a delay of 15 days for new arrivals on the diggings to buy a 

licence, more opportunities for ‘agricultural pursuits’, reduction of �nes and removal of 

government troops from the diggings. 

27 August  Red Ribbon protestors meet on the Bendigo diggings. 

19–26  Meeting of the diggers on the Ballarat diggings call for elections for representatives on

November  the Legislative Council. 

17 December  A meeting of the Old Diggers’ Association moves that gold licences be extended to 

March and a system of equal taxation for all ‘classes of the community’ be introduced 

and a ‘fresh bill for the Management of the Gold�elds’ be introduced. Colonial 

Secretary Foster writes ‘No answer’ on the letter. 

EUREKA 
TIMELINE
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1854 

March  A Bill to Extend the Elective Franchise is drawn up by the Legislative Council and sent 

to London for the assent of the British Parliament. 

May  Robert Rede becomes Ballarat’s resident Gold Commissioner. 

June  Sir Charles Hotham replaces Charles La Trobe as Lieutenant Governor of Victoria. 

The new Governor must deal with both government overspending and unrest on the 

gold�elds. 

13 September  Hotham orders twice-weekly licence hunts to increase the proportion of diggers paying 

for their licences and to boost government revenue. 

August  Hotham tours the gold�elds, gaining an unrealistically positive impression of the 

feelings of the diggers.  

6–7 October  Digger James Scobie is murdered by several assailants outside Bentley’s Eureka Hotel 

at 1am after he and a friend try to gain entry for a drink. 

9 October  Chief Commissioner of the Gold�elds, William White, sends out a con�dential 

instruction that a magistrate and two witnesses are to attend all public meetings held 

for political purposes and take note of seditious or in�ammatory language. Police spies 

and government officials start to attend meetings. 

12 October  Publican James Bentley and three others are acquitted of the murder of James Scobie. 

16 October  There is a major robbery on the Bank of Victoria in Ballarat with up to £15,000 stolen. 

17 October  After a meeting of diggers angry at Bentley’s acquittal, the Eureka Hotel is looted and 

burned to the ground. 

November  The population of Ballarat is reported as 24,600 men, 4000 women and 4410 children. 

Government revenue from licences in Ballarat alone for that year is £96,000. This 

makes it obvious that only a tiny proportion of diggers or storekeepers are paying their 

licence fees. 

11 November  The Ballarat Reform League is established and its Charter is proclaimed. 
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22 November  Catholics on the Ballarat diggings meet after church to protest against the treatment by 

authorities of the servant of Catholic priest, Father Patrick Smythe. 

23 November  At the second trial of James and Catherine Bentley, John Farrell and William Hance 

for murder of Scobie, Bentley’s wife is acquitted but the others are found guilty of 

manslaughter. 

27 November  Father Patrick Smythe meets with Commissioner Rede to advise him of developments 

on the diggings. Governor Hotham refuses a request to release the diggers arrested 

over the burning of Bentley’s Hotel. 

28 November  Diggers and military confront each other as the 12th Regiment arrives in Ballarat 

and marches through the Eureka gold�eld with bayonets drawn. A skirmish occurs, 

during which the regiment’s drummer boy, John Egan, is wounded which enrages the 

troopers. 

29 November  At the Bring Your Licence monster meeting of 10,000 diggers on Bakery Hill, the 

Eureka Flag is unfurled for the �rst time. 

30 November  The authorities launch their largest ever licence hunt and several miners are arrested 

after confronting police. Miners meet and elect Peter Lalor as their leader – he calls on 

them all to swear the oath of allegiance. The miners start to build a stockade to cover 

an area of an acre. 

1 December  Some miners leave the un�nished stockade to collect food and ammunition. 

2 December  The Eureka Stockade, made mostly of paling slabs used as supports in mine shafts, is 

completed. Most diggers leave the stockade through the evening, leaving around 150 

there overnight. 

 A small delegation of diggers (Black, Carboni and Father Smythe) go to the 

Government Camp asking Commissioner Rede not to launch any more licence hunts. 

Rede gives no indication of how the authorities will respond. 

3 December  276 troopers leave the Government Camp at 3.52 am to attack the stockade at dawn. 

The attack starts when a digger �res the �rst shot at 4.35 am. The battles �nished by 

4.55 am. 

1854 (continued)
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4 December  Governor Hotham issues a Social Order notice calling on all Victorians to preserve 

social order and uphold supremacy of the law. 

5 December  Major General Nickle arrives in Ballarat. 

6 December  Martial Law is proclaimed. Henry Seekamp, editor of the Ballarat Times, is charged 

with seditious libel. 

7 December  The Colonial Secretary resigns his position. A Gold�elds Commission is appointed. 

9 December  Martial Law is lifted 

1855 

February  Thirteen miners charged with treason are tried and 12 are acquitted. Henry Seekamp, 

the editor of The Ballarat Times is sentenced to six months gaol for seditious libel and 

his wife Clara takes over as editor, becoming the �rst female editor of a newspaper in 

Australia. 

March  The Gold�elds Commission recommends replacing the gold licence with an export 

duty on gold, changing the miner’s right to a title deed to their claim and opening 

Crown Land up for small landholders. 

November  The Legislative Council is enlarged to include gold�elds representatives. Peter Lalor 

and John Humffray are elected to represent the area in November 1855.   

1857

November  Male suffrage is achieved in Victoria – men can vote once they are 21 years old, but 

women and Aboriginal people are still denied the vote. 

1854 (continued)
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1788 

26 January  Australia is claimed as a sovereign nation of Britain. England applies terra nullius, the 

claim that Australia is unoccupied, even though there were people living right across 

the continent. 

1829 

 Britain sovereignty now extends to all of Australia – everyone born in Australia, 

including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, become British subjects by birth. 

1850 

 Colonies become self-governing and can make their own constitutions. Only men with 

signi�cant wealth or land could vote. This included Aboriginal people, however often 

this message was poorly communicated and the conditions on voting were so strict 

that it prevents most Aboriginal people from participating. 

1856–1896 

 Male suffrage is introduced, all male British subjects over the age of 21 can vote in 

South Australia (1856), in Victoria (1857), in New South Wales (1858) and in Tasmania 

(1896). This includes Aboriginal people. Queensland (1859) and Western Australia 

(1890) also introduce male suffrage but speci�cally exclude Aboriginal people from 

voting. 

1894 

 Women gain the right to vote and stand for Parliament in South Australia Women. 

1899 

 Western Australia grants women the right to vote. 

1902 

 Section 4 of the Commonwealth Franchise Act 1902 states that "No aboriginal native of 

Australia Asia Africa or the Islands of the Paci�c except New Zealand shall be entitled 

to have his name placed on an Electoral Roll unless so entitled under section 41 of 

the Constitution”. This means that only Aboriginal people who had already registered 

to vote in their colony would be allowed to vote for the Federal Government. The same 

is true for women – only those who lived in States and Territories that had granted 

women the right to vote would be allowed to participate in elections. New South Wales 

grants women the right to vote. 

1903 

 Tasmania grants women the right to vote. 

1905 

 Queensland grants women the right to vote. 

SUFFRAGE 
TIMELINE 
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1908  

November   An adult suffrage bill is passed in Victoria giving women the right to vote. Women 

across Australia could vote but many Aboriginal people are still denied the vote. 

1922 

 The Northern Territory excludes Aboriginal people from being able to vote and 

government officials decide who is Aboriginal and who is not. 

1948 

 Federal voting rights are extended to Aboriginal people who have served in the armed 

forces. These voting rights do not extend to voting in state/territory elections. So those 

Aboriginal people in the Northern Territory, Queensland and Western Australia are still 

unable to vote in their state elections. 

1962 

May  Australia achieves universal suffrage, the right for all citizens to vote after an 

amendment to the Commonwealth Electoral Act gives ‘Aboriginal Natives of Australia’ 

the right to enrol and to vote – this is not compulsory. 

1965 

 Queensland gives Aboriginal people the right to vote in State elections. 

1984 

 Voting in elections is made compulsory for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. 

BONUS ACTIVITY
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Judge William A’Beckett

A’Beckett was the judge at the �rst two Eureka State Treason Trials. After becoming ill, 

he was replaced by Judge Redmond Barry. 

Judge Redmond Barry

Judge Redmond Barry presided over the Eureka State Treason Trials. Barry is best 

known for being tough in his sentences and for sentencing bushranger Ned Kelly to 

death in 1880. 

James Bentley

An ex-convict from Tasmania, James Bentley was the owner of the Eureka Hotel, which 

was burnt down on 17 October 1854, after the death of Scottish miner, James Scobie. 

Bentley was accused of murdering Scobie and on 18 November 1854, James Bentley 

and his employees Thomas Farrell and William Hance were convicted of manslaughter. 

The three men had been tried and acquitted previously for this murder but due to the 

outcry on the Ballarat Diggings, the accusations of police corruption, and the riot and 

burning of the Eureka Hotel, a new trial was started. Bentley served three years hard 

labour for the crime. 

Raffaello Carboni

An educated linguist and Italian revolutionary, Raffaello Carboni was a member of the 

Young Italy movement, which aimed to create a united, independent country from the 

many fragmented Italian states. After �ghting and being wounded in the Battle of Rome 

in 1849, he left Italy for London where he worked as a translator. By 1854, Carboni was 

in Ballarat and involved with the miner’s campaign for a change. He was one of the 13 

sent to trial for treason. To the government, he was an important arrest, as they tried 

to paint the diggers’ rebellion as a foreign insurgency. Carboni, who had witnessed the 

battle wrote a book that is a primary reference document for Eureka. 

Doctor Alfred Carr

Alfred Carr was a doctor who worked on the Ballarat gold�elds who performed the 

autopsy on the body of the murdered digger James Scobie. He also attended to the 

injuries of both the miners and the soldiers at the stockade. Dr Carr was a witness 

examined during the report of the Board appointed to enquire into circumstances 

connected with the riot at Ballarat, and the burning of James Bentley’s Eureka Hotel. 

Magistrate John d’Ewes

Magistrate d’Ewes was one of the judges who acquitted James Bentley, Thomas 

Farrell and William Hance of all charges in relation to James Scobie’s murder. The 

miners believed d’Ewes to be corrupt and the acquittal greatly angered the diggers, 

KEY  
FIGURES

https://eurekapedia.org/Treason_Trials
https://eurekapedia.org/Treason_Trials
https://eurekapedia.org/James_Scobie
https://eurekapedia.org/James_Bentley
https://eurekapedia.org/Eureka_Hotel
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triggering the burning of Bentley’s Eureka Hotel. Shortly afterwards, the three men 

were tried again and convicted. At the same time, d’Ewes was questioned at an inquiry 

investigating the circumstances connected with the Eureka riot and the burning of the 

Eureka Hotel. The enquiry led to d’Ewes dismissal. 

Alicia Dunne

Alicia Dunne was the �ancé and later wife of Peter Lalor. When Peter Lalor was 

smuggled to Geelong after the Eureka battle, Alicia Dunne and Father Dunne (Alicia’s 

father) later moved him to the Young Queen Hotel, where a bullet was removed from 

Lalor. Alicia then nursed him back to health. 

Lalor keep Dunne up to date on the events leading up to the rebellion. On 30 

November 1854 Peter Lalor sent the following letter to his future bride:

My Dear Alicia,

Since my last a most unfortunate state of things has arisen here. I mentioned 

that great excitement prevailed here, owing to the attempt of the magistrates 

to screen the murderer of a digger. That excitement has been still further 

increased by the wicked licence-hunting. The authorities have gone so far as to 

have diggers �red upon this morning, who, in self-defence, have taken up arms 

and are resolved to use them.

You must not be unhappy on this account. I would be unworthy of being called 

a man, I would be unworthy of myself, and above all I wold be unworthy of 

you and your love, were I base enough to desert my companions in danger. 

Should I fall, i beseech you by your love for me that love which has increased 

in proportion to my misfortunes, to shed a single tear on the grave of one who 

has died in the cause of honour and liberty, and then forget me until we meet in 

heaven.

Farewell, and believe me my dear,

Yours until death,

Peter Lalor. 

John Pascoe Fawkner

John Pascoe Fawkner devoted much of his time on the gold�elds to the laws that 

governed gold mining. Fawkner participated in 96 select committees between 1852 

and 1869, including the Commission of Inquiry into the gold�elds in 1854–55. He 

referred to angry miners as ‘worthless idlers’ and was alarmed by the Chinese and 

American immigrants who he saw as potential sources of disorder. He considered that 

the presence of the Chinese might lead to civil war and he would have liked to expel 

them all. In September 1855 he wrote of ‘wild Americans—who know no law but the 

Bowie Knife, the Ri�e or Lynch practice’.
KEY 
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Trooper Henry Goodenough

Trooper Henry Goodenough was brought to Ballarat in 1854 to act as a police 

informant. He worked in plain clothes and acted as a government spy. In the lead 

up to the Eureka Stockade, he observed the diggers meetings at Bakery Hill where 

he dressed as a digger. He is known for arresting James Beattie, a digger who 

participated in the Eureka uprising. 

Anastasia Hayes

Anastasia Hayes was a strong advocate for democratic rights and wife of the chairman 

of the Ballarat Reform League. In 1854, the family were in Ballarat where Hayes had 

given birth to their sixth child and started work as a teacher at St Alipius Catholic 

School.

The Eureka Flag was made as the emblem of the Ballarat Reform League and 

�own at their meetings. Stories passed down by descendants of those in Ballarat in 

1854 suggest that the �ag may have been sewn by three women, one of whom was 

Anastasia Hayes.

Timothy Hayes

Timothy Hayes was an Irish engineer and supporter of the failed Young Ireland 

independence movement. The Irish potato famine and the British Government’s 

suppression of the movement encouraged Young Irelanders like Hayes to seek 

opportunities elsewhere.

Hayes dug for gold and may have been in partnership with Lalor. When a Catholic 

priest’s servant was �ned for not having a licence, Hayes collected signatures to 

petition the colonial government to drop charges. He was elected chairman of the 

Ballarat Reform League and supported Lalor’s call to arms. He was arrested after the 

events at Eureka and tried for treason but was acquitted by the jury.

Charles Hotham

Sir Charles Hotham was a British naval officer and held senior posts, including acting 

as envoy on a sensitive diplomatic mission. The new colony of Victoria was struggling 

with the in�ux of gold seekers and the government couldn’t build the required services 

quickly enough. When Lieutenant-Governor La Trobe resigned, Hotham was the 

replacement appointed to deal with this problem.

Unfortunately, Hotham’s experience in the Royal Navy did not mean he could run 

a difficult colony. His staff and the executive council complained of his authoritarian 

nature. He saw his main problem as being trying to �nd the huge sums of money 

needed to run the colony. Although the licence fee was very unpopular, Hotham 

demanded that the police carry out frequent licence hunts. 

http://eurekapedia.org/Eureka_Stockade
http://eurekapedia.org/Bakery_Hill
http://eurekapedia.org/James_Beattie
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John Basson Humffray

John Basson Humffray, the son of a weaver, had worked as a legal clerk in Wales. He 

was a Chartist and believed that all men should have the right to vote, but also felt that 

the best way to achieve change was through non-violent means. He arrived in Ballarat 

in 1853.

As Secretary of the Ballarat Reform League, he was the principal author of the 

League’s Charter, which was inspired by the Charter in Britain. It called for rights for 

the people, as well as outlining practical solutions to the diggers’ discontent.

Repulsed by violence, Humffray did not support the building of the Eureka Stockade. 

After the attack, Humffray became a popular leader and gave evidence on the 

Gold�elds Commission of Enquiry In 1856 he was elected to represent Ballarat in 

the newly formed Legislative Assembly. He was Minister for Mines in 1861–62 and 

chairman of the Royal Commission for Mines in 1863.

Richard Ireland

Richard Ireland was born in Ireland, the son of an army officer, and attended Trinity 

College Dublin. He moved to Victoria with his family in 1853 and worked as a barrister 

in Melbourne. He defended eight of the men accused of high treason. His eloquent 

defence of the Eureka defendants helped establish his career as Victoria’s leading 

criminal lawyer.

In 1857, Ireland was elected to the Legislative Assembly and served as the 

representative for several rural electorates until 1863. His support of squatters who 

opposed their large land holdings being broken up into smaller parcels made him 

unpopular and his political career was short lived as a result.

John Joseph

John Joseph was a black American and, like so many others who came to the 

gold�elds, his origins are unclear. Joseph was the �rst rebel to be tried and it was 

assumed that jurors would be happy to convict him based on his race. The involvement 

of Americans at Eureka was signi�cant, and while other Americans who were arrested 

received consular support and were freed, John was abandoned by his country and 

sent to trial. His acquittal was widely celebrated and on exiting the courthouse he was 

carried on a chair through the streets of Melbourne amidst a throng of 10,000 people.

‘The announcement of the verdict of the jury was received with the 

most vociferous demonstration of applause… Joseph was immediately surrounded 

by hundreds of friends who welcomed him with the most lively manifestations of joy.’

‘Friday, 23rd February 1855’, The Age, Melbourne, 24 February 1855.

KEY 
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Thomas Kennedy

Thomas Kennedy was a friend of James Scobie. At the burning of the Eureka Hotel he 

cried out that he could tell that James Scobie’s ghost was nearby, and swore to seek 

revenge for the murder of Scobie. Kennedy became involved in the miners’ reform 

actions following the death of Scobie. He tried to enlist Creswick miners to support the 

rebels but this support arrived after the event. 

Peter Lalor

Peter Lalor came from a politically active family in Ireland. He arrived in Victoria in 

October 1852 and �rst worked as a railway engineer in Geelong before starting a 

business selling wine, spirits and other provisions. By 1854 he was digging for gold at 

Eureka Lead. 

Lalor was one of those urging miners to burn their licences and stand up to the 

authorities. He asked them to swear an allegiance to the Southern Cross, organised 

weapons and supplies and led the building of the stockade. During the battle, Lalor 

was hit by a musket ball in his left shoulder and lost a large amount of blood. His arm 

had to be amputated. By November 1855, when the Legislative Council was enlarged 

to include representation from the gold�elds, Lalor was elected to represent Ballarat. 

Charles MacMahon

Captain Charles MacMahon was acting Chief Commissioner of the Victoria Police 

during the events of 1854. This was a difficult position to hold, as it was hard to recruit 

respectable men to �ll police ranks. Many recruits were ex-convicts and unlucky gold 

seekers keen to make money any way they could. Often accused of drunkenness, their 

aggressive methods of collecting licence fees angered miners.

MacMahon, who was only 30 years old when he was appointed, was regarded as a 

capable man. He was an advocate for fairer treatment of miners, with a clear grasp of 

the problems of the gold�elds. He urged Hotham to change the gold licence system. 

He introduced the �rst police code of conduct and improved administration processes. 

The positive changes were too late to improve police treatment of miners before the 

events of the Eureka Stockade

James Oddie

James Oddie is often referred to as the Father of Ballarat. Moving to Ballarat in 1851 

he became one of the �rst gold prospectors at Golden Point. Along with his brother 

Thomas, he set up a store at the diggings and was present at many of the protest 

meetings and witnessed the battle. The brothers went on to establish an auctioneer 

business trading in property and money-lending. Oddie became one of Ballarat’s 

wealthiest citizens. He founded the Art Gallery of Ballarat in 1884. 

https://eurekapedia.org/James_Scobie
https://eurekapedia.org/Eureka_Hotel
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Commissioner Robert Rede

Commissioner Robert Rede was the Ballarat Gold Commissioner at the time of the 

Eureka Rebellion. Commissioner Rede was willing to listen to the concerns of the 

miners, but was angered at the miner’s involvement in the burning of the Eureka Hotel. 

Rede became determined to teach the miners a lesson and ordered license hunts, 

which he had previously opposed, to bring about a confrontation with the miners. 

Robert Rede released a Proclamation on 3 December 1854 after the Eureka battle:

V.R.

PROCLAMATION.

Notice.

Government Camp,

Ballarat, December 3rd, 1854

Her Majesty’s forces were this morning �red upon by a large body of evil-disposed 

persons of various nations who had entrenched themselves in a stockade on 

Eureka, and some have paid officers and men were killed or wounded. Several of 

the rioters have paid the penalty of their crime, and a large number are in custody. 

All well-disposed persons are requested to return to their ordinary occupations 

and to abstain from assembling in ground, and every protection will be afforded to 

them.

Robert Rede, Resident Commissioner.

Henry Ross

Henry Charles Ross was a Canadian digger who was active in the Ballarat Reform 

League. The most common claim is that it was Ross who designed the Eureka Flag. 

It is believed that Ross raised the �ag at the Ballarat Reform League meetings on 29 

November and 30 November 1854.

On the morning of the attack, Ross was back in the stockade and was �ghting near 

the �agpole when he was shot in the groin. Later that day, he bled to death from his 

wounds on a sofa at the Star Hotel. Ross is one of the miners buried at Ballarat Old 

Cemetery. 

George Scobie

George Scobie arrived in Victoria with his younger brother James in late 1852. Scobie 

felt he was responsible for his brother James’ death, as he was not with him when he 

was murdered. He was very supportive of the miners and their cause. He fought on the 

side of the diggers and successfully escaped after the battle. He hid out for a brief time 

at Phoebe Emmerson’s store on the diggings. He remained in hiding until a general 

amnesty was proclaimed for all participants. In1860, he married Phoebe Emmerson.
KEY 
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Clara Seekamp

Clara Seekamp was a singer and theatrical entrepreneur who was the de facto wife 

of Henry Seekamp, Editor of The Ballarat Times. She took over as editor after Henry 

was imprisoned for seditious libel: the crime of inciting people to rebel against the 

government. She arranged a petition to have her husband freed, and he was released 

after three months due to this public outcry.

After the battle, when Governor Hotham tried to blame foreigners for the Eureka 

Rebellion, Clara Seekamp wrote in the paper:

‘What is this country else but Australia? Is it any more England than it is Ireland 

or Scotland, France or America, Italy or Germany? Is the population, wealth, 

intelligence, enterprise and learning wholly and solely English? No, the population 

is not English, but Australian. The youngest immigrant is the latest Australian.’

The Ballarat Times, 1 January 1855

William Stawell

Willian Stawell was the prosecutor during the Treason Trials. 

Captain John Thomas

Captain Thomas was a member of the 40th Regiment at Ballarat. A battle-hardened 

soldier Captain Thomas used his knowledge of warfare to plan a surprise attack on the 

diggers. He did not wait for reinforcements from Melbourne to arrive, instead he led 

the attack at the stockade in the early hours of 3 December 1854. He felt the need to 

attack before the diggers had time to prepare. 

Frederick Vern

Although he did not �ght at Eureka, Frederick Vern was one of the leaders during 

the Eureka Stockade uprising. He was Sub-Treasurer of the Ballarat Reform League 

and in November 1854 Vern proposed a Ballarat Reform League resolution. After the 

Eureka Stockade battle, Vern was accused of High Treason. 

Colonial Secretary’s Office, Melbourne, 11th December, 1854.

£500 REWARD for the apprehension of Frederick Vern. – Whereas a man known 

by the name of Vern has unlawfully, rebelliously, and traitorously levied and 

arrayed armed men at Ballaarat, in the Colony of Victoria, with the view of making 

was against Our Sovereign Lady the QUEEN: Notice is hereby given that whoever 

will give such information as may lead to the apprehension of the said Vern, shall 

receive a reward of £500, being the reward offered by Sir ROBERT NICKLE. By His 

Excellency’s Command, JOHN FOSTER.

Description of Vern. – Tall, about 5 feet 10 ½ inches, long light hair falling heavily 

https://eurekapedia.org/Treason_Trials
https://eurekapedia.org/Eureka_Stockade
https://eurekapedia.org/Ballarat_Reform_League
https://eurekapedia.org/Ballarat_Reform_League
https://eurekapedia.org/Eureka_Stockade
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on the side of his head, little whisker, a large �at face, eyes light grey or green and 

very wide asunder. Speaks with a strong foreign accent. A Hanoverian by birth, 

about 26 years of age. A warrant has been issued

Henry Wise

Captain Henry Christopher Wise, was born in Rome, Italy and was the son of an 

English clergyman. He completed officer training at the Royal Military College at 

Sandhurst. By 1853, he was a Captain in the 40th Regiment. He was 26 years old 

when he led men from the 40th Regiment, along with the mounted police, in the attack 

on the stockade. 

Officers would lead from the front to set a good example to their men – this made 

them easy targets. After being shot in the leg, Wise was able to stand again, but was 

hit a second time, this time shattering the bone. Doctors amputated his leg, but he 

developed an infection and died on 21 December 1854.

Ellen Young 

Ellen Young was called the Ballarat Poetess. She wrote poetry describing life in 

London and on the Ballarat gold�elds. Her poems show she was educated, religious 

and interested in current affairs. 

For many on the gold�elds, gold proved hard to �nd, food was in short supply and 

the colonial government appeared to ignore  the miner’s concerns. In her 1854 

poem, ‘A Diggers Lament’, Young turned these grievances into a call for political 

action. Many of her letters and poems were published in The Ballarat Times and The 

Geelong Advertiser. The newspapers willingly gave voice to her political views and the 

grievances of miners.

BONUS ACTIVITY

History 3–6 Historical Concepts and Skills

Choose ONE of the key people in the Eureka and 

create one of the below from the perspective of 

those people. 

A series of VLOG’s (Video journal) 

A stop motion �lm

A comic strip

A series of journal entries

A play to enact in front of your classmates

Or can you suggest another way to tell these 

important stories? 

Include 3 events from the timeline (see Eureka 

Timeline) to talk about or portray from the 

perspective of your chosen person: 

KEY 
FIGURES
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FURTHER 
RESOURCES

The Eureka Rebellion has inspired books, plays, songs and poems. Explore some 

other ways in which the Eureka story has been told.

Fiction

Years 4–6:  1854: ‘Eureka Boys’ by Penny Matthews

Years 5–6:  ‘The Night They Stormed Eureka’ by Jackie French

  Teaching notes available from HarperCollins Publishers Australia 

  http://static.booktopia.com.au/pdf/9780732285418-1.pdf

Years 8–10:  ‘Journey to Eureka’ by Kerry Greenwood

Non-Fiction

Primary Research

Visit the Public Record Office Victoria website to view important Eureka documents 

https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/online-galleries-and-exhibitions/eureka-trial

The Law Library of Victoria holds the records from the Eureka Treason Trials and they 

can be accessed online. 

https://www.lawlibrary.vic.gov.au/eureka-trials

Watch 

‘Riot or Revolution’, Screen Australia, 2005 

A three-part documentary including Teaching Notes 

https://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/riot-or-revolution/clip1/

Adult Reading List 

‘Eureka’ by John Molony 

‘The Forgotten Rebels of Eureka’ by Clare Wright 

‘Eureka: The Un�nished Revolution’ by Peter FitzSimons 

‘Black Gold’ by Fred Cahir, free download can be accessed: https://press.anu.edu.au/

publications/series/aboriginal-history/black-gold 

http://4edd9444c072ad07aff7-11d966b2703d5a5467932b6516b2610f.r67.cf2.rackcdn.com/teaching-guides/TG-9780732285418.pdf
https://prov.vic.gov.au/explore-collection/online-galleries-and-exhibitions/eureka-trial
https://www.lawlibrary.vic.gov.au/eureka-trials
https://aso.gov.au/titles/documentaries/riot-or-revolution/clip1/
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/series/aboriginal-history/black-gold
https://press.anu.edu.au/publications/series/aboriginal-history/black-gold
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image p. 73:

WEP

Raffaello Carboni

Sunnybrook Press

The Eureka Stockade

1942 (detail)

hardcover bound with linen and printed 

paper, illustrated text

28.9 x 21.0 x 3.1 cm

Purchased, 1994

Collection of the Art Gallery of Ballarat

John Minton  

Eureka Stockade (1949),  

1948 Illustration [poster]  

Courtesy of STUDIOCANAL

Visit the Art Gallery of Ballarat website (Discover Hidden Stories) and the Eureka 

Centre website to access further resources or book a school program.

Freedom on the Wallaby

Henry Lawson,  

Worker, Brisbane, 16 May 1891

VISIT

So we must �y a rebel �ag, 

As others did before us; 

And we must sing a rebel song, 

And join in rebel chorus. 

We’ll make the tyrants feel the sting 

O’ those that they would throttle; 

They needn’t say the fault is ours 

If blood should stain the wattle.

https://artgalleryofballarat.com.au/learn/
https://eurekacentreballarat.com.au/
https://eurekacentreballarat.com.au/


78

ART  

GALLERY  

OF  

BALLARAT  

— 

EUREKA  

CENTRE

Acquitted: To be found not guilty of a crime. 

Conservation: To keep safe and preserve from loss or decay. The Eureka Flag was repaired 

and preserved by a team of conservationists to help ensure that it would last for a long time 

without damage. 

Cradle: A box on rockers used by miners to separate the gold from soil and gravel with water. 

Democracy: A system of governing a country where the people have a say in how the 

government is run by voting, though there are usually rules about who can vote. 

Diggings: A region where people go to search for gold and mining takes place.  

Enfranchise: To give the right to vote. 

Federation: A union of separate states under a central government. In 1901 the six separate 

British colonies – New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria, South Australia, Tasmania and 

Western Australia – united to become a new nation. 

Gold Commissioner: An official who issues gold licences, managed law and order and oversaw 

the transportation of gold and supplies to and from the diggings.  

Gold pan: A hand-held shallow dish used for �nding gold in creeks or rivers.  

Goldrush: A movement of people to a newly discovered gold�eld. During the Victorian goldrush, 

period came from around the world to �nd gold.  

Gold�eld: An area where gold is found. 

Land grab: The period after colonisation when people (squatters) tried to claim the best land in 

Australia for farming and industry. Also used to describe the way in which land was taken from 

Aboriginal people. 

Lieutenant Governor: The head government official in the Colony of Victoria (see Charles 

Hotham), later called a Governor. 

Martial Law: Rule by the army over an area. 

Miner’s licence: God diggers had to pay for a miner’s licence before they could search for gold. 

They had to pay a licence fee whether they found gold or not. 

Miners Right: A document which replaced the miner’s licence, it was cheaper and gave them 

the right to vote. 

Municipal: relating to a town or district, especially a local council 

Pseudonym: A second or alternate name for a person. Some authors write under a pseudonym 

so they cannot be identi�ed. 

Representation: A system of government where you choose people to represent you and share 

your ideas. 

Wadawurrung people: The traditional owners of the land that includes Ballarat. Wadawurrung 

country covers the area from Werribee, Queenscliff and Airey’s Inlet in the south-east to Beaufort 

in the north-west and Cressy in the south. The language border was marked by the Werribee River  

to the north-east, the Barwon River, Warrambine Creek and Ferres Creek to the south and Mount 

Emu Creek and Fiery Creek to the west. The Wadawurrung people are part of the Kulin nation. 

GLOSSARY
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Seditious Libel: A crime where you say things in public that threaten the government or 

encourage people to use violence against the government. 

Sovereign nation: Where one power or government has complete control over an area. During 

the 1850s Australia was a sovereign state of England. This means that England had power over 

all of Australia. 

Squatter: In Australia, a squatter is someone who occupied a large area of Crown land 

(managed by the government) for running sheep. Initially they did not own the land that they 

used, but later were given ownership. 

Stockade: A wooden fort that is quickly made, usually of things found around you, such as carts, 

fence posts, etc. 

Suffrage: The right to vote in political elections.  

Terra nullius: A Latin phrase which lawyers use to mean ‘nobody’s land’. Britain claimed 

Australia was terra nullius and that they could take control of it even though it had been occupied 

for more than 40,000 years by Aboriginal people. 

Treason: The crime of betraying your country. 

Trooper: A policeman on horseback. 
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